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Superseding indictment addresses potential sentencing issues in U.S. v. 
Nigel Potter, Daniel Bucci, and Lincoln Park 

 
 

 A federal grand jury in Providence today returned a superseding indictment against Nigel 

Potter, Daniel Bucci, and Burrillville Racing Association (Lincoln Park) that incorporates 

allegations that would potentially affect sentencing in the event that any of the defendants is 

convicted.  The indictment supersedes one that was returned in September 2003 and charges the 

same defendants. 

 United States Attorney Robert Clark Corrente, Kenneth W. Kaiser, Special Agent in 

Charge of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Colonel Steven M. Pare, Superintendent of 

the Rhode Island State Police, jointly announced the indictment, which the gand jury returned 

today in U.S. District Court, Providence.  The superseding indictment addresses concerns raised 

by a Supreme Court decision in June that invalidated a sentencing system in the State of 

Washington.  

 As in the initial indictment, the grand jury alleges in the superseding indictment that the 

defendants conspired to defraud the citizens of Rhode Island of the right of the honorable 

services of public officials.  It also alleges 15 counts of wire fraud, as opposed to 21 counts 

alleged in the initial indictment.   

 The purpose of the conspiracy, as alleged in the initial and in the superseding 

indictments, was to “pay money to the law firm of McKinnon & Harwood over a period of years 

so as to improperly influence and affect the official action of John B. Harwood and other public 
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officials” to cause them to “use their influence, appointment power, and authority:” 

C  to obtain Rhode Island Lottery Commission authorization for the installation of 

more than 1,000 additional video lottery terminals at Lincoln Park; 

C  to obtain Lottery Commission authorization for coin-operated slot machines at 

Lincoln Park; and 

C  to prevent legislation facilitating the development of a Narragansett Indian Tribe 

gambling casino in Rhode Island.  

 *** 

 The superseding indictment alleges three sentencing factors contained in the U.S. 

Sentencing Guidelines:  that the value of the payment to be made to a public official as a result 

of the alleged offenses was no less than $250,000; that Potter was an organizer and leader in the 

alleged offenses; and that Bucci “exercised management responsibility over the property, assets, 

and activities of a criminal organization.” 

 An indictment is merely an allegation and a defendant is presumed innocent unless and 

until proven guilty.  Upon conviction, the statutory maximum penalty for each offense charged in 

the indictment is five years in federal prison and a $250,000 fine.  The maximum penalty against 

a corporation is a $500,000 fine. 

 The defendants will be arraigned on the superseding indictment but an arraignment has 

not been scheduled.  

 The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Rhode Island State Police investigated. 

the case.  First Assistant U.S. Attorney Craig N. Moore and Assistant U.S. Attorney Peter F. 

Neronha are prosecuting it. 
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